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INTRODUCTION TO THE DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 

 Claremont is a planned community for active adults age 55 and older.  Construction began 

in 1991 and all phases were completed by 1998.  The turnover from the developer to the Claremont 

Civic Association occurred in 1999.    
 

 There are four separate homeowner associations within the community. The “umbrella” as-

sociation is The Claremont Civic Association with a total of 556 homes, including 94 townhomes.  

Within the Claremont Civic Association are 337 stand-alone homes and 51 Claremont Town-

homes on the west side of Bethany Boulevard.  East of Bethany Boulevard are the Claremont 

Greens with 125 single-family homes and Claremont Greens Townhomes with 43 townhomes.    
 

 These Design Guidelines apply to all four Claremont homeowner associations, providing 

guidance for residential changes and establishing standards for home maintenance, landscaping, 

structures, exterior colors, parking and pet control. They are 

intended to allow individuality to be expressed within the cul-

ture of Claremont.  If you and your neighbors follow these 

guidelines your investment in your Claremont home will be 

protected, and Claremont will retain a reputation as a high 

quality and highly sought-after community. 
 

 These Guidelines are a companion document to the 

Claremont Declaration of Protective Conditions, Covenants 

and Restrictions (CC&Rs). At the time of purchase, all home-

owners receive a copy of the CC&Rs at closing. Owning a 

home at Claremont includes your agreement to be bound by 

all CC&Rs.  As a Claremont resident, you will want to become familiar with the CC&Rs and the De-

sign Guidelines. They are of utmost importance for obtaining Architectural Review Committee 

(ARC) approval when you want to make any change to the exterior of your house or your  land-

scaping. 
 

 You should also be aware that the CC&Rs contain other requirements for Claremont resi-

dents, such as restrictions on use of your Claremont home as a place of business and  avoiding 

offensive activities that would interfere with your neighbors’ enjoyment of their property. 
 

 These guidelines are reviewed and approved by the Claremont Civic Association Board of 

Directors approximately every two years. Changes may be made upon each review with or without 

notice. Changes are not normally applied retroactively. 

Claremont CC&Rs authorize 

an Architectural Review Com-

mittee (ARC) with the respon-

sibility of maintaining the high 

standards of appearance of 

the community, protecting your 

investment in your  Claremont 

home. 
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DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 

 

            What requires ARC approval? 

Any significant change or addition to your home or landscaping, such as: 

 Changes to the existing landscaping 

 Addition or removal of hedges 

 Removal or replacement of any tree 

 Fences, decks, patio covers, pergolas, walls and other structures, such as sheds 

 Changes to the exterior structure of the residence  

 Repainting any part of the exterior of the house  

 Replacing the roof 

 Adding or changing awnings  

 Adding or changing walkways or driveways  

 Installation of a satellite dish or any type of antenna 

 Changes to exterior lighting  

 Exterior storage enclosure, cans or bins 

 Golf ball protection structures  

 Hot tubs or spas 

 Pet and/or utility enclosures 

 Free standing flag poles  

How do I get ARC approval? 
 

To obtain an ARC review and approval of a proposed modification or addition, you must com-

plete the appropriate Architectural Review Form.  Copies are available in the Clubhouse office dur-

ing regular business hours or online at www.claremontcivic.com (click on documents)  or at the end 

of this document. Submit the completed form to the ARC by taking or mailing it to the main Club-

house office.  Note that there are two forms. One pertains to any change to the structure, roof  or 

landscaping and the other is for painting or awnings for your home. 

Please note that the two townhome associations have their own ARC process and guide-

lines. If you live in a townhome you must submit your application to your townhome committee and 

receive their approval prior to requesting approval from the Civic Association ARC. 
  

 What is the approval process? 
 

 A member or a team from the ARC will review your application. The review may take up to 15 

days, and will include a visit to your home to view the location and impact of proposed changes. 

You will be notified when your application has been approved.  You may proceed with your changes 

only after approval, and only as approved. At the same time, the ARC or townhome ARC will notify 

your neighbors, via a mailed postcard,  that a change will be occurring to your home.  The notifica-

tion will alert your neighbors to the potential for unusual activity, construction vehicles, dumpsters, 

porta-potties, etc., near their homes. 

Any exterior change or 

addition to your Clare-

mont home or landscap-

ing requires approval of 

the Architectural Review 

Committee. 
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  If your neighbors have concerns about the changes that have been approved, they may con-
tact the Claremont office. While your neighbors do not have approval authority for your changes, you 
should certainly consider the impact your changes may have on their property. While it is not re-
quired, it is suggested that you discuss your proposed changes with your neighbors to avoid sur-
prises and maintain harmonious relationships. 
  

 Anything else I need to know? 
 

 When you receive approval from ARC you will be provided with a final copy of the application. 
If the application is approved with conditions, then you will be asked to sign the form again, acknowl-
edging and accepting the specific conditions.  If the application is denied, your signature is required 
to acknowledge that the request has been denied. 
 

 Once your application is approved, it is valid for one year. Your application will include a start 
and finish date for your project. If your project is not completed by the “finish date” you specify, you 
will need to notify the ARC and request an extension of your approval. 
 
   

  To facilitate a smooth approval process, your application must  include the following 
 documentation when appropriate to your project: 
 

 Landscape plans drawn to scale, an outline of your house and listing of proposed plantings 
(types and size), and/or water features or other garden structure.   

 If you are changing your landscaping or doing any work that abuts the perimeter of your 
property, you are responsible for locating your property lines and requiring your contractors 
to respect them. Including a plot plan in your application is advisable.  

 Contractor plans for all exterior remodels (schematics, elevations, etc.). 

 Awnings – color brochures or photos showing color and size and a sample of the material 
to be used. 

 Specific  details relating to the selected roof material from the Claremont approved list.      
(See Page 7.)   

 Paint “drawdowns.” (See Page 8.) 

 Note that you are responsible for obtaining all required building permits from Washington 
County. For this reason Claremont requires that you use only licensed contractors for work 
that requires permits. Of course, this is a sound practice for all work done in and around 
your home. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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     Changes to Your Home’s Exterior 

1. Fixed appendages to your house or property:  Any change to the exterior of your home in-

cluding (but not limited to) items such as flower boxes, skylights, windows doors, garage doors 

and shutters all require ARC approval.  The general policy is that all fixed additions or alterations 

should fit the Claremont community standards of appropriate-

ness, quality of construction, and color. 
 

2. Garage Doors:  If you are replacing your garage door, the new 

door must be the same style as other Claremont garage doors—

traditional panel style with no windows. 
 

3. Roofs:  Original Claremont homes had either cedar shakes or 
tile roofs.  Selected composite roofing materials have since been 
approved.  The standard for composite roofing is that the material must weigh at least 425 
pounds per square (a square is 10’ x10’) and be thickly dimensional.  This standard will help 
maintain the quality, appearance and curb appeal of roofs in Claremont.  Roofing that meets the 
standard is usually called tri-laminate, “super-heavy weight”, or deeply dimensional” and are all in 
the plus 425/ lbs/sq class.  The following roofing products have been pre-approved, but ARC ap-
proval of style and  color is needed before installation: 

 

 CertainTeed Presidential Shake TL (480 lbs/sq) 

 PABCO Paramount Advantage (495 lbs/sq) 

 GAF Grand Canyon (450 lbs/sq) 

 CertainTeed Grand Manor Shingle (425 lbs/) 
 

 Approval may be obtained for other products that are equal to or better than those listed 
above. 

 Colors must be neutral—black, brown or gray, with some flexibility based on the color of the 
home’s exterior.   

 Building code requires that roofs be able to hold 600 lbs. per square.  Tile roofs weigh 
about 1100 lbs. per square.  It is usually cost-prohibitive to retrofit a house for a tile roof.   

 In the mid-1990s, building codes were changed to provide more earthquake protection, and 
solid plywood sheets are now required under cedar shakes and other roofing.  If you re-
place a cedar shake roof  you may incur the additional expense of having solid plywood 
sheathing installed under the new roof.  You are advised to seek professional evaluation of 
weight-bearing capacity of your house’s structure. 

 It is extremely important to have a licensed contractor who is qualified to install the specific 
brand and material chosen.  The Clubhouse office has a list of qualified roofing contractors 

who have done satisfactory work in Claremont. Note that Claremont does 
not guarantee the work of any contractors who may be on this list . The ex-
isting cedar-shake or tile roof must be removed before the new roof is in-
stalled.  You may not reroof over your existing shake or tile roof. 

 Roof Treatments:  Many people believe that treating a cedar shake roof 
extends its life.  Cleaning and treating a cedar-shake roof is considered 
maintenance and does NOT require ARC approval.  However, most cedar 
roof manufacturers and installers recommend against power-washing a 
roof prior to treatment.  Some contractors use air to clean the roof, which is 
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preferable to power-washing.  Other contractors clean roofs with water but at low pres-
sure.  Claremont prefers that you use preservative treatments that do not change 
the color of your roof from its pre-treatment weathered appearance. 

 

4. Painting:    Painting of your Claremont home must have prior ARC approval.  
Repainting portions of your home for any reason, and in any color (even if the 
same color as previously used) must have ARC approval.  If you are painting 
a small portion of your home on a “repair” basis, meaning less than one full 
side of your home, approval is not  required. 

 

 The ARC has created a new and valuable resource to assist you in 
making a decision when choosing paint colors and combinations for the 
exterior of your home. THE CLAREMONT COLLECTION is a reference 
book that has been created specifically for Claremont by an independent color designer.  
The color choices of the Collection combine current trends and color combinations with 
the neutrals and earth tones specified by the Claremont Design Guidelines.    

 

 This reference book was created to save you time and energy in choosing the perfect 
color scheme for your home, while providing lots of flexibility.  When you select a color 
combination from a single page of  THE CLAREMONT COLLECTION, and you are us-

ing Miller Paint, you still need to complete an 
application and have it approved by ARC prior 
to painting, but your drawdowns have been 
done for you (see next bullet). 
 

 If you are buying your paint at any store 
other than Miller Paint, you must submit 
drawdowns of each color used to insure 
the right match. The store where you pur-
chase the paint will be happy to make the 
drawdowns for you.  A drawdown is an indus-
try term for samples of the paint to be used.  
An 8.5” x 11” special paper is used which 
shows the exact color, with the number and 
name of the paint color on the reverse side.  
Attach the drawdowns to your application form. 
 

 The Claremont standard paint type is: 
 

 For the body of your home—Flat Paint 
 For the Trim—Satin Finish Paint 
 For the Front Door—Semigloss or Satin 

(Continued from page 7) 
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5. Awnings:   All awnings must be approved before installation.  

Color brochures with pictures  showing the color and size must be 

submitted with your application.  Awnings may be solid or striped in 

neutral or earth-tone color(s) that blend with your existing or proposed 

house and  trim colors.  Awnings and frames must be kept in good 

repair.   

 

6. Decks, Patios, Patio Covers, Pergolas, Walkways and Driveways:   All decks, patios, patio 

covers, pergolas, walkways and driveways must be approved in advance. 
 

 Decks:   Decks more than 30” off the ground may not be built at rear or side yards unless 

it can be shown that the deck or its latticework does not interfere with your adjoining 

neighbors’ views, or that this addition is necessary because of the configuration of the 

property and the existing house. If a deck is more than 30” off the ground, Washington 

County may require that it have a fence or railing at the edge. You are responsible for 

checking with the County and complying with their requirements. 
 

 Where decks are built off the ground your plan must include approved plant material 

to screen the gap between the deck and the finished grade. 

 Materials used for decking must meet all county and state building and structural 

codes.  Clear cedar and redwood are acceptable, as are high-quality composite ma-

terials.  For any composite material, include the brand name and color sample for 

the ARC’s review and approval. 

 Permanent benches, planter boxes and other such features over 36” in height, 

measured from the walking surface may not be built on decks or patios. 

 Decks may be painted or stained with Claremont Gray (see the Claremont Collec-

tion for specifics) or the same color as your residence if your residence is a neutral 

color, only after receiving an approved application for the structure and the paint. 
 

 Patio Covers or Pergolas:  Patio covers, also known as per-

golas, must be approved in advance.  A pergola is a structure 

that is attached to your house that extends over the patio or 

deck.  Such structures should blend with your house and 

landscaping.  Your application to install a pergola must in-

clude the type of material to be used and the finish color.  

Paint or opaque stains (as specified above) are acceptable.  

Pergolas made of metal or composite materials will be evalu-

atedon a case-by-case basis, with consideration given to the 

appearance and  impact on neighbors or passersby.  Applica-

tions for free-standing patio covers will also be evaluated individually. Canvas shade um-

brellas with a single post do not require ARC approval.  Canvas or plastic shade covers 

with four posts will not be approved.  
 

 

http://www.sears.com/awnings-in-a-box-reg-4-8217-traditional-awnings-in/p-071VA47036101P?prdNo=9
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 Walkways and Driveways:  All plans and materials for projects that involve paving, such 
as patios, (replacement or additions) driveways, walkways or paths must be approved.  To 
keep driveways consistent throughout the community, only exposed aggregate may be 
used as a driveway surface. Stamped concrete may be used for patios, porches or walk-
ways.  Asphalt may not be used on any paved surface on your residential lot.  

 

7. Heat Pumps, Air Conditioners and Solar Panels:  Heat pumps and air conditioners, which can 
be noisy, may be approved as long as they meet noise guidelines (not to exceed 74 decibels at 
start-up).  Most major manufacturers of heat pumps and air conditioners have at least one ac-
ceptable product that meets this requirement.  When the ARC is reviewing a request for a heat 
pump or air conditioner they will consider location, noise level, proximity to neighbors and visual 
impact .  Please provide a manufacturer’s brochure showing mechanical specifications when you 
submit your request for approval. 

 

 ”Solatube” and similar skylight or day-lighting fixtures are acceptable, but require approval 
in advance.  

 

 Solar Panels may not be installed at present.  Solar technology is developing.  The ARC 
will continue to review new solar panel products as they become available. 

 
8. Satellite Dishes, Antennas & Exterior Lights:  Satellite dishes and an-

tennas used to receive video programming may be installed, but their size 
and location must be approved prior to installation.  When choosing an in-
stallation site, please consider visual impact on your neighbors and 
passersby.  The dish may not be visible from the street.  A discreet loca-
tion, such as under the eaves, is strongly preferred to a rooftop installation.  
Please choose the smallest possible dish for your application. 

 
9. Exterior Storage/Cans/Bins:  Garbage containers, clotheslines, fuel tanks, etc. must be com-

pletely screened so that they are not visible from the street, adjoining property, golf course and 
other common areas.  Large barbecues and patio furniture should also be stored in such a way 

that their presence is minimized as much as possible.  
If you cover your patio furniture or barbeque, please 
use a cover or tarp in a neutral color such as black, 
brown or beige. Please do not use a bright-colored tarp 
or cover. 
 

Tools and garden supplies such as wheelbarrows, gar-
dening materials, garden tools, bags of fertilizer, stacks 
of lumber, etc., must be stored in such a way that they 
are not visible from the street, adjoining property, golf 
course or common areas. 
 

   10. Golf Ball Screens:  The size, location and mate-

rial of all golf ball protection screens require approval 

prior to installation. 
 

 The ARC recognizes that the safety of you and your 
guests outweighs the visual rights of adjoining 
neighbors. However, golf ball protection screens must  

You are asked not to 

leave garbage cans and 

recycle bins at the curb 

for longer than 24 hours, 

due to the unsightly ap-

pearance and the fre-

quency of windstorms that 

scatter the contents around the 

neighborhood.  If you anticipate being 

away for extended periods of time, 

please arrange with a neighbor or friend 

to take garbage cans 

and recycle cans/bins to 

the curb, and return 

them to your storage 

area after pick-up. 
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meet appearance standards and be located to minimize the visual impact 
on neighbors and Claremont visitors. 

 Some specific guidelines on location and size of a protective screen from 
golf balls are: 

 

 These safety structures may be installed permanently or temporarily 
near houses, decks, patios and yard recreation areas. 

 Protective screens must be placed within your property lines. 
 Protective screens should be angled if possible to minimize the 

negative impact on your neighbors’ views without reducing safety. 
 Screens must always be kept in good repair. 
 

 Neighbors have the right to be informed about the placement of your golf ball protective 
screen, but not the right to veto the installation. 

 
11.   Hot Tubs & Spas:   The size, materials and location of hot tubs and spas must be approved 

before installation.  As a general rule, your hot tub or spa should be located in an area where 
there is minimal impact on neighbors and passersby, and the hot tub or spa should be screened 
to soften the visual and noise impact on your neighbors. You may want to consult your neighbors 
before constructing or installing a hot tub or spa. 

 

 If the hot tub or spa uses chlorinated water, disposal of water (when moving or refilling) 
must comply with the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality procedures to avoid 
harming aquatic wildlife and plant life.  If the hot tub or spa uses an ozinator or silver ion pu-
rifier, disposal of water must not flood another owner’s property or nearby turf areas.   

 No other water tubs or miniature “swimming pools” (in-ground or above ground) may be 
placed on your property. 

 

12.   Temporary Structures :   No temporary structures may be placed on your lot—for example: 

trailers, tents, sheds or outbuildings. PODS, porta-potties and large dumpsters for the purpose of 

moving, remodeling, roofing or demolition may be placed on your driveway 

for no longer than 10 calendar days. If you anticipate that a project will take 

longer than 10 days, please contact the clubhouse office or the ARC mem-

ber that approved your project. Only commercial dumpsters may be used, 

i.e. disposable or collapsible dumpsters may not be used at any time. 

 

13. Walls, Fences & Latticework:  The location, placement, width, height 
and materials of all front courtyard fences, dividing fences and retaining 

walls must be approved.  The impact on your neighbors will also be a consideration. Claremont 
was designed to be an open community, so your yard may not be fenced completely. Segments 
of fencing for privacy between homes or stone planters for decoration may be approved if they 
meet certain standards. Retaining walls will be considered on an individual basis. 

 

 Only one wall may be placed near any of your property lines.  Samples, drawings and spe-
cific measurements must be submitted with your application. 

 

 You may not build a wall that substantially obstructs your neighbor’s view of any amenity 
such as the golf course or a water feature. 

 

 Front courtyard walls must have a minimum setback of five feet (5’) from the street side 
property line.  To comply with Washington County setback requirements, hedges and walls 
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on corner lots must have a setback of 20’ from the corner curb to protect sight lines for driv-
ers.  (See box on right from Washington County ordinances and below.) 

 

 No wall may be placed on the golf course side of 
your residence beginning from the rear of your 
house and extending to your rear property line. If 
your lot is on the golf course, fencing may not be 
erected between your yard and the golf course. 
Fences or barriers may not be built for purposes 
of containment or to prohibit entry to your yard. 
Stone planters may be used for decoration if they 
are not taller than three feet (3’), and if open 
spaces are spaced between them.  

 

 Retaining walls, where necessary, must be con-
structed of natural stone or materials that very 
closely resemble natural stone.  Please provide a 
sample of the wall material with your application.    

 

 No side fencing may obstruct a neighbor’s view of 
any amenity such the golf course or a water feature.  
No fencing may extend beyond the edge of the house 
toward the golf course.  
 

 The preferred style of fence for use between houses 
is a “good neighbor” fence (sometimes called board-on
-board; a style that is attractive from both sides).   Ex-
ceptions to wood fences (such as ornamental metal, 
composite railings  or vinyl) may also be approved. 
Chain link fences are not appropriate in Claremont. 

 

 Recent advances in quality, color and style of vinyl fencing have made some versions of 
this product attractive and compatible with the Claremont community.  In order to be con-
sidered, requests for vinyl fencing must specify the brand, and include samples 
showing style and color. As with wood fences, the preferred style is a ”good neighbor 
fence.” 

 

  Privacy fencing in side yards between houses  
may not exceed 20’ in length and 6’ in height, 
and may not extend beyond the house in front 
or back.  Lattice may be used above the usual 
6’ for privacy if required; details will be re-
viewed for each installation.  

 

 Side fences may not be placed on your actual 
property line unless you and your neighbor 
agree to joint ownership and maintenance of 
the fence. 

 

 Fences are intended to blend in with surround-
ings rather than stand out.  Your requests for  a 
wood fence must include information on a 
planned finish.  All fences must be painted or 

“Lots or parcels on street corners (public 
and/or private) shall maintain a sight tri-
angle with no sight obstruction between 
three (3) feet and ten (10) feet in height 
as measured from street grade.  Sight 
obstructions include, but are not limited 
to, walls, fences, vegetation, berms, and 
structures.  The sight triangle shall be 
measured from the street corner (apex), 
a distance of twenty (20) feet along each 
street side.  (see figures below).  For the 
purpose of this Section, street corner is 
defined as “that point, where the ex-
tended edge of the road surface of two 
intersecting streets meet.”   
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stained.  A solid or opaque paint/stain such as Paternoster, Miller #3-28-2 , which is the 
Claremont gray, is acceptable. Your fence may also be painted the same color as your 
house if that is a neutral color.  The finish color must be included on your application.  Clear 
finishes that preserve the “new wood” look may not be used.  All fences and fence fin-
ishes require ARC approval. 

 

 When designing your fence, it is important to realize that Claremont is an adult resort com-
munity where children under the age of 18 are not allowed to reside. Our fences are de-
signed for privacy while permitting the maximum possible views of our community’s ameni-
ties.  

 
14. Your home may not be enlarged or altered to expand its original footprint, nor may the existing 

roof-ridge height be increased. 
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LANDSCAPING, TREES AND YARDS 
 

1. Hedges & Shrubs:  Approval is required for the location, placement, height at maturity and 
plant material for all hedges.  Impact on your neighbors will also be considered. Generally, 
hedges may be placed on front, side and rear yards, with the following exceptions: 

 

 Hedges or shrubbery plantings that would substantially obstruct your neighbors’ views of 
any amenity such as the golf course or a water feature will not be approved. 

 

 Hedges must be properly planned and maintained, with plant material selected that pro-
duces an opaque screen.  Deciduous plant material may not be used for hedges. 

 

 Recognizing that hedges are sometimes required for privacy between homes, exceptions 
may be made with the agreement of both homeowners and with the approval of ARC.  

When approved, privacy hedges may not exceed 8’ in height. 
 

 Hedges in all front yards must be at least 5’ from the front property 
line and provide substantial clearance for safety. 
 

 To comply with Washington County setback requirements that pro-
tect sight lines for drivers, hedges and large shrubs on corner lots 
may be no more than three feed (3’ ) in height.  The Washington 
County setback details are on page 12. 
 

2. Yard Decorations and Signs:    

 All fountains, water features and dry creek beds must be approved before installation. 

 All statues or artistic objects taller than 36” from the walking surface or grade level, must 
be approved before installation.  

 Standard-size birdbaths are acceptable as are garden/yard statues, figurines, cultural art 
objects under 36” in height measured from the walking surface.  Dimensions must be in-
cluded with your landscape application if the object is over 36” tall. 

 Trellises, arbors, miniature bridges, or other objects used for yard 
decoration must be approved before installation, especially if they 
might affect the view of your neighbors or passersby. 

 Holiday decorations and yard displays must be taken down and 
removed from view within three weeks after the holiday. 

 Weathervanes and wind chimes may be used if they are not 
deemed obtrusive or obstructive to your neighbors’ views or quiet 
enjoyment of their property. 

 The placement of a permanent, free-standing flagpole requires 
approval by the ARC. A flag-holder mounted to your house does not require prior approval. 

 The only signs that may be placed in your yard are two professional real estate signs offer-
ing your home for sale or rent (one sign in front and one in back if your lot is on the golf 
course). No prior approval is required. Please advise contractors doing work in or around 
your home that they may not place their signs in your yard. 

 Political or other advertising signs may not be placed on your home or lot. Temporary 
signs or any kind may not be attached to our community mailboxes. 
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3. Ground Cover and Bark Dust:   
 

 Applying bark dust is considered regular maintenance and does not require ARC approval.  
However, to maintain uniformity of appearance and the community’s visual quality stan-
dards, the ARC requires that dark-colored bark dust (such as dark hemlock, 3/4” or smaller 
be used.  Wood chips, bark chips,  “nuggets,” or any type of man-made material may not be 
used on Claremont residential lots. 

 If you are planning to use ground cover in your landscape you should use grass, standard 
creeping plant material, low bushes or shrubs, river rock, bricks or natural stones. Red cin-
der rock and artificial turf may not be used. No single surface material should cover your 
entire yard, and features such as river rock should be used in limited areas. 

 
4. Trees:  Trees are considered an economic, environmental and aesthetic asset to our community. 

 

 The removal of any tree on any part of your property must be approved by the ARC. Re-
moval of trees on common property must be approved by the Claremont Civic Landscape 
Committee, and when appropriate, also the Townhome Association Committee.  Approval 
must be received prior to the removal of any tree. 

 

 Replacement trees must be approved by ARC and 
when appropriate, the townhomes association architec-
tural committee.   

 

 The location, height, type and growth habit of the tree 
will be considered for all requests for ARC approval. 
Consideration will also be given to the potential impact 
on your contiguous neighbor’s view of the street, golf 
course and other common amenities. 

 

 Consideration will also be given to the proposed location and the potential for impact on 
your home’s foundation, community mailboxes, walkways or driveways and utility vaults.  In 
keeping with policies of Washington County Land Use and Planning, the use of a root bar-
rier or a partial barrier should be considered when planting a new tree. 

 
5. Street Trees:  Street trees are defined as those trees uniformly planted on residential and com-

mon property and placed within five feet (5’) of the right-of-way, or 10 feet (10’) from the curb if 
there is no sidewalk.  It is an objective of Claremont Civic Association to maintain the presence 
and appearance of street trees.  

 

 Ownership of a street tree is determined by the location of the tree.  If a tree is located on 
a shared property line, ownership and costs of the maintenance, removal and replacement 
of that tree is shared equally by the adjoining property owners.  In this case, applications 
requesting approval for removal and replacement of the shared tree must be received 
from both homeowners. 

 

 If a tree is totally within your property lines, that tree is solely owned by you.  Some individ-
ual lots may have more than one street tree.  This policy is in accordance with Washington 
County practices, which places ownership of street trees with individual property owners. 

 

 The cost of repairing damage caused by trees or tree roots, including damage to side-
walks, driveways, curbs, or utilities, is your responsibility as a property owner. 
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 Removal of Street Trees: 
 

 The Civic Association requests that you retain your mature street trees whenever 
possible.  There are circumstances when a street tree cannot or should not be re-
tained. Approval must be obtained from the ARC before removing any tree.   

 

 Street trees with invasive roots that have caused documented damage to utilities 
and/or water lines, may be considered for removal without replacement.   

 

 Street trees that are dead, damaged or diseased may be considered for removal 
and replacement.   

 When street trees are removed (without being replaced in the same location) the 
stump must be ground down six inches and new shrubs or ground cover placed in 
the stump area. 

 

 Street trees must be maintained in good 
condition at all times.  

 

 In order to maintain the health of 
your trees and prevent the need to 
remove them, your maintenance 
plan needs to include watering, fertil-
izing, and root pruning . You may 
also need to install root barriers to 
prevent intrusion into water lines and 
other utilities.   

 

 You are also responsible for above-
ground shaping of street trees on your property or shared with a neighboring prop-
erty.  Shaping includes limb removal for clearance of pedestrian and street traffic, 
clearing street lights and signs, and “crown clearing” to open up the canopies of 
the trees.  Clearance from the ground should not exceed 14 feet. You should con-
sider the option of hiring a qualified arborist for professional pruning of this type. 

 

 Most varieties of street trees do not benefit from topping to reduce height.  Such 
pruning may cause thin limbs to sprout and negatively impact the appearance and 
health of the tree, as well as causing it to require more maintenance in the future.   

 

 Street tree replacement:   
 

 When a street tree has been removed for any reason, it is your responsibility to 
replace that tree whenever possible. The Association acknowledges the consider-
able expense that you may incur in maintaining street trees, and the difficulties in 
finding a suitable location for a replacement tree within the designated street tree 
boundaries. For that reason you may request a replacement tree be planted at an-
other appropriate location on your lot. 

 

 There is a list of approved trees maintained in the office.  You may suggest a re-
placement tree from the approved list when submitting the Application Request 
Form.  The minimum size for a replacement street tree is 1.5” caliper measured 4 
feet from the ground. 

 

 Claremont’s approved list of replacement trees will be updated with new species 
and varieties added when appropriate. 
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6. Parking:  The Claremont Civic Association and the ARC are aware that there are many valid 

reasons for vehicles to be parked in driveways or on the streets during the day.  Certain circum-
stances, such as 24-hour in-home care, may require overnight parking as well.  With these ex-
ceptions in mind, OVERNIGHT PARKING of any vehicle or equipment, including boats, trailers, 
motorcycles, trucks, truck campers, or other recreational vehicles, is not allowed on any part of 
Claremont, nor on adjacent public streets, except in areas designated for such parking.    

 

 In some instances, permission may be obtained to use the Clubhouse parking lot for a 
reasonable period of time for parking of visitors’ and other vehicles.  Use of the parking lot 
is at the vehicle owner’s risk. 

 

 You may request a temporary exception if unusual circum-

stances require overnight parking of your vehicle in your drive-

way or in front of your house. Requests should be submitted to 

the Claremont office in the main Clubhouse. 
 

 Your visitor(s) may park an automobile in your driveway or on 

the street in front of your house for up to seven (7) nights during 

a visit.  If a longer period of time is required, then the ARC 

should be contacted for an approved extension. 
 

 Visiting family or guests planning to stay beyond seven nights may park their vehicles in 

the main Clubhouse parking lot at their own risk.  Contact the Claremont office for permis-

sion to use this parking lot for specific periods of time.  It is helpful for staff to have the 

make, model, color and license plate number on file. 
 

 You or your visitor may park a recreational vehicle for a maximum of two (2) nights per 

month for the purpose of loading and unloading, and for cleanup and minor repair.  If a 

longer period of time is desired, then ARC should be contacted for an approved extension. 
 

 An RV or any other large vehicle may not be parked directly in front of your neighbor’s 
house or driveway or a community mailbox even on a temporary basis. 

 

 Your own vehicles, or those being stored for a family member, must be parked in the ga-
rage overnight.  (See Article IV, 4.8 of the CC&Rs for further details.)  This guideline will 
help deter criminal activity and maintain the attractiveness of our community. 

 

 If you are attempting to sell a vehicle, a notice may be posted on the Clubhouse “Gots and 
Wants” bulletin board and/or in the monthly newsletter.  

 

 If you are moving into your new Claremont home, you may park your vehicles in your 
driveway for up to two weeks while you are getting unpacked and settled. 

 
7. Pets & Wildlife:   Per our CC & Rs you are limited to two (2) house-
hold pets.  Your dogs or cats must not be allowed to become a nui-
sance.  They must be restricted to their own property, kept on leashes, 
curbed, and not allowed to run loose on a neighboring property or on 
common areas or the golf course.  Dogs must not be allowed to bark in 
an unrestrained manner that may annoy others.   
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 You have the right to request a neighboring pet owner to control their barking dog or wan-
dering pet.   

 

 If you walk your dog, you must follow the Washington County leash law, and must clean 
up after your pet. 

 

 While invisible fences to contain your pets do not require prior approval, be sure that they 
are placed completely within your property lines.  

 

 You may not feed the wildlife, including but not limited to geese, ducks, squirrels and rac-
coons. These animals can cause significant damage to turf, waterside areas, attics and 
even your crawlspace when they are encouraged to nest in our community. 

 

 You may have standard residential birdfeeders in your yard as long as you keep them 
clean and maintained. Do not “overfill” the feeders so that food spills onto the ground, 
which can attract undesired wildlife. 

 

 If you are having a problem with wildlife or nuisance animals, the Clubhouse staff 
can provide a copy of a document called “Living with Urban Wildlife” that contains 
ideas for controlling and getting rid of nuisance animals. 

 
8. Estate & Garage Sales:   Claremont has a policy prohibiting garage or yard sales.  This policy 

exists because of concerns about security, increased traffic and extra strangers visiting our 
neighborhood.  However, we recognize a homeowner’s need to downsize, and “estate sales” are 
authorized under the following conditions: 

 

 Professionally managed with on-site security and traffic control to avoid clogging streets. 

 An estate sale may only be for the contents of your Claremont home. The estate sale 
management company may not bring in items from other locations to sell in Claremont. 

 The sale must be contained entirely within your house and garage, in other words, no 
merchandise on the driveway or in the yard. 

 Estate sales may not be scheduled on regular garbage collection days. Currently, this is 
Friday, but may fall on a Saturday when there is a holiday within the week. 

 Estate sale signs may be used only on the actual days of the sale. 

 The Clubhouse office must be notified when an estate sale is planned. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

During Estate Sales, traffic control and parking are serious  
concerns on all of our streets, but are especially important 
on those  that have single-point access, such as Club-
house Drive, Fallcreek Place, Vardon Place and the cul-de
-sacs along St. Andrews Drive and Tam-O-Shanter Way. 

9. Home Businesses:  Claremont’s CC&Rs restrict home businesses to those that do not generate 
activity above the norm for our residential community, and do not require any signs to be posted 
or supplies, material or commercial vehicles to be stored on the property. The best way to look at 
this is that any business run from your home should be “invisible” to your neighbors, and must 
also be in compliance with Washington County business ordinances. 
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Appealing an ARC Decision 

      In accordance with the Civic Association CC&Rs, you may appeal a decision of the ARC by tak-
ing the following steps: 

 Put your appeal in writing within ten days of the ARC’s decision. Direct your appeal to the 
ARC. Be sure to include your specific objections to the decision and any mitigating circum-
stances that you feel justify your appeal. 

 You may request a meeting with the full ARC if desired. 

 If your appeal to the ARC is not successful, you may further appeal to the Civic Associa-
tion Board. This step should also be in writing; you may also request a meeting with the 
Board.  

 The CCA Board’s decision is final and may not be appealed further.  

 Note that if you live in one of the townhome neighborhoods, you should begin your appeal 
process with the townhome ARC and Board, and then progress to the Civic ARC and 
Board if necessary. 

 

 Violations and Compliance Resolution 
 

     You and your neighbors are encouraged to resolve differences directly.  If  you are unable to re-
solve a difference that relates to a potential violation of the CC&Rs or the Design Guidelines, you 
must complete and sign a Compliance form.  The ARC will investigate your concern and attempt to 
resolve the issue. 
 

 The two townhome associations have additional guidelines that apply to their owners and 
members.  If you live in a townhome, you must first address your concern to your town-
home association ARC, prior to any involvement of the Civic Association ARC. 

 

 If a compliance issue cannot be resolved by the ARC or a special site visit committee, the 
matter will be referred to the Claremont Civic Association Board of Directors.  The Board 
reserves the right to review any decision made by ARC. 

 

The primary objective of the CCA Board of Directors is to obtain compliance with the architec-
tural, design and use restrictions in the CC&Rs and Bylaws, and not to penalize a homeowner 
or collect penalties or fines. The procedure for investigating and resolving complaints and al-
leged infractions of the architectural, design and use restrictions includes the following: 

 

 The Chair of the ARC or his/her appointee will conduct an investigation into the compli-
ance concern or violation. 

 The findings of the investigation will be communicated to the owner. 

 If the investigation reveals that a violation has occurred or is still occurring, and the owner 
disagrees with the finding, the owner may request a hearing before the ARC. 

 If the situation is not resolved at the level of the ARC, the homeowner may request a hear-
ing before the Board.  The Board may hold a Special Meeting or address the issue at its 
next regular meeting. 

 The Board will consider the situation and will accept, reject, or accept with modifications, 
the recommendation of the ARC, and will notify the owner of its decision by certified mail. 

 If the owner does not request a hearing and does not correct the violation, the ARC will 
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recommend an appropriate course of action to the Board.  The owner will be notified of 
the ARC’s recommended course of action by certified mail, and the Board will be notified.   

 If a Claremont homeowner, after being notified of an infraction of an architectural, design 
and use restriction, persists in the infraction the Association has the authority and respon-
sibility to direct the property owner to correct the infraction.   

 If the homeowner does not correct  the infraction, the Association has the authority and 
the responsibility to undertake the correction to bring the property into compliance with 
the CC&Rs and the Bylaws.  Such action by the Association is a rare and extreme meas-
ure, but if it occurs, the Association has the authority to recover its costs and expenses 
so incurred by assessing the homeowner.  

 More information regarding the responsibilities and authority of the Board regarding en-
forcement may be found in the CC&Rs, Article IX. 

 The ARC dos not  participate in resolving neighbor-to-neighbor disagreements unless a 
formal compliance report has been submitted. 

 Claremont Courtesies 

Your Claremont neighbors request several additional courtesies: 
 

 Security is a concern for all of us.  The local police continue to compliment us on our ef-
forts to maintain a safe community.  They tell us that having our cars in garages at night is 
an advantage, and keeping our garage doors closed is a good practice.  The number one 
thing we can do to maintain our security is to have outdoor lights on at night.  We sug-
gest that you leave your porch lights on at night at both the front and back of your home. 

 

 We request that all trash and recycle containers are at the curb no more than 24 hours 
before or after pick up.  Containers at the street for longer periods of time can be red flags 
to parties watching for vacant homes. 

 

 As a community  we request some limits on the use of noisy power equipment by you and 
anyone you contract to work on or around your home.  This allows your neighbors the 
quiet enjoyment of their property on a regular, anticipated basis.   We ask that you do not 
use power equipment before 7:00 am or after 7:00 pm Monday through Saturday, and 
not at all on Sundays or Holidays. 

 

 The Clubhouse Office maintains a list of maintenance providers and contractors who have 
performed satisfactory work for other Claremont homeowners.  Claremont does not en-
dorse any specific contractor or individuals. We urge you to do your own research and 
use licensed and bonded contractors for all work on or around your home. 

 

As a community we thank you for your understanding and participation in  

keeping Claremont a beautiful and safe place to live. 
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What changes to my home do NOT require ARC approval? 

1. Landscape Maintenance:  Planting annuals or other small plants, replacing a few dead or over-
grown shrubs with similar plant material, pruning of shrubs and trees, installing bark dust and 
other general landscape maintenance does not require ARC approval. 

2. A screen door may be installed without ARC approval. 

3. Placing the following on your property:   

 One sign with your name and house number on it, not exceeding 6” x 24”. 

 No more than two professional real estate “for sale” or “for rent” signs (one on the front, 
another on the back if your property is on the golf course or putting green). 

 One small “no solicitation sign.” 

 A flagpole holder attached to your house for a US flag or seasonal or “home team” flags. 

 Seasonal decorations (see “yard decorations on page 14). 

 Outdoor furniture that is in keeping with the style and colors of your home (for example, a 
park bench near your front door or patio furniture). 

 A free-standing barbeque. 

 Well-maintained potted plants. Note that artificial plant material may not be used. 

 Simple, small metal hooks for hanging plants. 

 Invisible fencing for pet management does not require approval, but  must be placed com-
pletely within your property lines.  

Civic Association ARC Mission Statement 

     The Architectural Review Committee (ARC) is comprised of  volunteer Claremont 

homeowners who have been appointed to serve at the direction of the Claremont Civic 

Association Board of Directors. Committee members, who are also your neighbors, are 

charged with serving all residents equally and objectively while safeguarding the estab-

lished Claremont standards for home maintenance and  improvements. These Design 

Guidelines are the written standards for all architectural review applications and are in-

tended to complement the lifestyle and value of our Claremont homes. 

These Design Guidelines were approved by the Claremont Civic Association Board of Directors on July 18, 2013. 
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Application for Architectural Review 
For Landscape, Structures and Roof Only 
 

Please note: this application must be submitted to the ARC at least 15 days prior to the begin-
ning of your proposed project. Work MAY NOT begin until you have received written approval 
from the ARC. Please fill the form completely and attach documentation as requested by the guide-
lines or to assist the ARC in reviewing your application. Submit the completed application to the 
Claremont Clubhouse front office. You will be contacted  by a member of the ARC to begin the re-
view process.  

 

Owner’s Name(s):___________________________________________  Lot # ______________ 

 

Property Address_________________________________ Contact Phone _________________ 

              Date 

Applicant’s Signature______________________________________ Submitted_____________ 

Circle Type of Application: Landscape   Structure(s)   Roof 

 

Describe your proposed changes: 
 

 

 

List all products/materials to be used in your proposed plan: 

 

 

 
 

Please attach details such as plans drawn to scale, schematics, and elevations. 
 

Project start date: ___________________   Estimated completion date:_______________________ 

 

Names and phone numbers of those performing the work: 

 

It is your responsibility as a homeowner/applicant to ensure that required county permits are obtained before work be-
gins. You are also responsible to verify that  your contractors have required licenses, bonding and insurance before they 
begin work on your property. If your project involves work on or near your property line, you are responsible for the verifi-
cation of those lines. Claremont is not responsible for any work, person or material used on this project. 
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Application for Architectural Review 
For Paint and/or Awning Only 
 

Please note: this application must be submitted to the ARC at least 15 days prior to the be-
ginning of your proposed project. Work MAY NOT begin until you have received written ap-
proval from the ARC. Please fill the form completely and attach documentation as requested by the 
guidelines or to assist the ARC in reviewing your application. Submit the completed application to 
the Claremont Clubhouse front office. You will be contacted  by a member of the ARC to begin the 
review process.  

 

Owner’s Name(s):___________________________________________  Lot # ______________ 

 

Property Address_________________________________ Contact Phone _________________ 

              Date 

Applicant’s Signature______________________________________ Submitted_____________ 

 

Describe your proposed project*: 

 

*For awning project please attach a color photo of the awning product and product specification 
sheets from the manufacturer. Please specify the size and location of the awning(s) and include a 
sample of the awning material. 

For Proposed Painting Project Only  

Are you using a single page from the Claremont Collection?  Yes               Page # ________ No 

Body Color: ___________________________Front Door Color:  ___________________________ 

Trim Color: ___________________________Paint Brand/Company________________________ 

List areas you will paint as trim: ______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: if you are opting for a paint choice from a single page of the Claremont Collection and are us-
ing Miller paint, the drawdowns have been done for you and need not be attached. If you choose a 
different paint company or custom color combinations you must submit 8.5” x 11” drawdowns with 
your application. Paint drawdowns can be prepared for you at your paint store. 

Project start date: ___________________   Estimated completion date:_______________________ 

Names and phone numbers of those performing the work: 

It is your responsibility as a homeowner/applicant to ensure that required county permits are obtained before work be-
gins. You are also responsible to verify that  your contractors have required licenses, bonding and insurance before they 
begin work on your property. If your project involves work on or near your property line, you are responsible for the verifi-
cation of those lines. Claremont is not responsible for any work, person or material used on this project. 


