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CCA Emergency Preparedness Recommends Installing and Familiarizing Yourself with the 
QuakeAlertUSA Application 

June 21, 2021 

YOUR QUESTION: “Is it worth my time to explore, download, and try one of these Early Warning Applications? “  
Claremont’s Emergency Preparedness Committee believes YES.    One of these simple applications could potentially alert 
you early enough (30 seconds to two minutes) to take immediate action thereby avoiding serious injury.    You can use 
this short period of time to move away from glassed areas, get off the road, and/or DROP, COVER and HOLD ON.  This 
quick action could prevent major or fatal injury! 

We recommend that you download and install the QUAKEALERTUSA app from Early Warning Labs.  The 
QuakeAlertUSA app is powered by data from the USGS ShakeAlert Earthquake Early Warning system.  

1) First, a little background on QuakeAlertUSA  
 

 

 
 
 
https://www.shakealert.org/           
or    
https://www.oregon.gov/oem/ 
hazardsprep/Pages/orshakealert.aspx#:~:text=ShakeAlert) 

The USGS ShakeAlert® Earthquake Early 
Warning System is available in Oregon as 
of March 11, 2021, a date that coincides with 
the 10th anniversary of the magnitude 9.1 
Great Tohoku, Japan earthquake. 

ShakeAlert® uses science and technology to 
detect significant earthquakes quickly and 
sends a real time alert to people on 
compatible cell phones and other mobile 
devices through text-like messages, and 
through apps as they become available. 
These important alerts come automatically 
on most cell phones, making a distinctive 
sound and displaying a text message that 
reads, “Earthquake Detected! Drop, Cover, 
Hold On. Protect Yourself." This text 
message is also available in Spanish. Some 
mobile phones with text-to-voice capability 
may read out the message text. 

ShakeAlert does not predict when or where 
an earthquake will occur or how long it will 
last. It detects earthquakes that have already 
begun, offering seconds of advance warning 
that allow people and systems to take 
actions to protect life and property from 
destructive shaking. 

ShakeAlert infrastructure is already in place 
along most of the West Coast and can be 
used to trigger automatic-action systems, 
such as slowing a train, water utility valve 
shutoffs, opening fire station doors and 
starting back-up generators. 
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2. How to get started:    
 

Go to your phone provider’s App Store to search, open and download the QUAKEALERTUSA app. 

The QUAKEALERTUSA app tells you: Expected Arrival Time, Expected Intensity, Your Distance from Quake Epicenter, 
Magnitude and Suggested Safety measures. 
 
Here are some tips for the app features shown on the right  
 
LOCATION TRACKING - Detects the quake and determines how it will 
affect you. You must enable location services in your SETTINGS for 
QUAKEALERTUSA. 
 
NOTIFICATIONS - Set which level of quake you would like notification. 
 
EARTHQUAKE SIMULATION -You choose the intensity of the shake  
and incoming time.  Press Start Simulation to hear the warning. 
 
EDUCATION - 

• Learn about Early Warning Labs company. 
• Distinction of Magnitude vs. Shaking intensity 
• Displays intensity levels, shaking and damage severity 
• Suggestions what to do when: 

o Indoors 
o Outdoors 
o In Vehicles 

• Links to their main collaborators: USGS and Shake Alert 
 
CHANGE EMAIL - Function to change the email address to send future 
information. 
 
PRIVACY POLICY - Discloses their privacy policy on data collection and 
Where to contact them. 
 
DISCLAIMER - Discloses product development status, warranties and 
liabilities. 
 
 


